
M E X I C O  C I T Y

DAY OF
THE DEAD

CDMX 2026

Season calendar

OCT 18 → NOV 8 Parades, altars, lights and legends



WHAT IS
DIA DE MUERTOS
It isn’t Halloween and it isn’t sad. Families build ofrendas (altars) to welcome their

loved ones back for one night, with their favorite food, photos and music.

1 Sunday, Nov 1

Honoring the children 2 Monday, Nov 2

Honoring the adults

CEMPASUCHIL
Marigolds that guide souls home

PAN DE MUERTO
Sweet bread, try it with hot

chocolate

PAPEL PICADO
Cut paper: the wind and life

CALAVERITAS
Sugar skulls with names

COPAL
Cleansing incense

LA CATRINA
The elegant skeleton
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THE SEASON
AT A GLANCE

Every day Event days Peak night Day of the Dead weekend

SUN OCT 25
Catrina Procession

SAT OCT 31
Grand Parade

MON NOV 2
La Alumbrada

OCTOB E R NOV EMB E R

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S

Marigold Flower Festival
Reforma

“El Camino” lights
Reforma

La Llorona
Xochimilco · Fri to Sun

→22

Night bike ride
Reforma & Juárez

Catrina Procession
Ángel → Zócalo

Monumental Altar
Zócalo

Zócalo light show
Historic Center

Community altars
12 venues

Festival & drones
Chapultepec

GRAND PARADE
Reforma → Zócalo

UNAM Mega Altar
University City

Mixquic · La Alumbrada
Tláhuac

F1 Grand Prix
heavy traffic!

6:00 pm 2:00 pm At night · Mixquic
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WHAT’S ON
EACH DAY
SUN

18 OCT

Marigold Flower Festival opens

Reforma

FR I

23 OCT

“El Camino” lights turn on

Reforma

SAT

24 OCT

Night bike ride

7:00 pm · Reforma

SUN

25 OCT

MEGA CATRINA PROCESSION
6:00 pm · Ángel → Zócalo

THU

29 OCT

Zócalo altar and Chapultepec festival open

Free

FR I

30 OCT

Formula 1 weekend

Heavy traffic

SAT

31 OCT

GRAND DAY OF THE DEAD PARADE
2:00 pm · Diana Cazadora → Zócalo

UNAM Mega Altar opens

University City

SUN

1 NOV
Day of the Dead: the children

MON

2 NOV

LA ALUMBRADA IN MIXQUIC
Thousands of candles at night

WED

4 NOV
Last day: Chapultepec and Zócalo lights

SUN

8 NOV
Last night of “El Camino”

Friday to Sunday until Nov 22: La Llorona in Xochimilco.
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ALREADY
HAPPENING

FREE

MARIGOLD FLOWER FESTIVAL
Reforma, from the Angel to the Ahuehuete

140 growers from Xochimilco, Tláhuac and Milpa

Alta fill Reforma with orange.

AT NIGHT

“EL CAMINO” · LIGHTS ON REFORMA
Reforma, from the Angel to Chapultepec

Glowing xolo dogs, catrinas and papel picado to

walk through.

F R I E N D  T I P

Walk Reforma at sunset: flowers in daylight, then the lights come on.
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18
O C T

→ 1 NOV

23
O C T

→ 8 NOV



DON’T  MISS

MEGA CATRINA
PROCESSION

6:00 pm Angel of Independence → Zócalo Free

Thousands of catrinas and catrines walk down Reforma. Join in costume or watch from

the sidewalk.

F R I E N D  T I P

Makeup artists set up at the Angel from 2:00 pm. Go early.
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SUNDAY

25
O C T



HISTORIC CENTER

MONUMENTAL ALTAR
IN THE ZOCALO

Zócalo Free · concerts

A 32-meter papier-mâché Catrina, sawdust carpets and thousands of flowers. The

buildings light up until November 4.

F R I E N D  T I P

To live it like a local, also visit the centers of Coyoacán and Tlalpan.
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29
O C T

→ 2 NOV



AT NIGHT

FESTIVAL IN
CHAPULTEPEC

Chapultepec Forest 2nd section, Lago Mayor Drone show

Art, music, food, altars and drones over the lake. Its name: “The Door Between Two

Worlds”.

UNAM MEGA ALTAR
11 am to 9 pm · Universum esplanade, University City. Free.
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29
O C T

→ 4 NOV

31
O C T

→ 2 NOV



THE B IG ONE

GRAND DAY OF
THE DEAD PARADE

2:00 pm · about 4 h Diana Cazadora → Reforma → Zócalo Free

Floats, giant puppets, dancers and brass bands. This year includes floats for Juan

Gabriel and lucha libre.

F1 from Oct 30 to Nov 1: heavy traffic. Arrive an hour early for a good spot.

Reforma closes to cars: walk or take the Metro. Use Uber or DiDi, not street taxis.
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SATURDAY

31
O C T



NIGHTS TO
REMEMBER

FRI  TO SUN

LA LLORONA IN XOCHIMILCO
Cuemanco pier

About $750 MXN · 3 h

Mexico’s most famous legend, on a trajinera at

night. Book ahead.

AROUND NOV 1  AND 2

DAY OF THE DEAD LUCHA LIBRE
Arena México

Wrestlers in skull makeup and altars inside the

arena.

F R I E N D S  G U I D E S

Go with us: Lucha Libre Night with transport, pulque and ringside seats.
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UNT IL

22
N OV

CMLL
A R E N A



THE NIGHT OF THE CANDLES

MIXQUIC
LA ALUMBRADA

Tláhuac · 2 h from downtown Night of November 2

The cemetery goes dark and thousands of candles are lit on the graves. The most

traditional Day of the Dead in the city.

Ask before taking photos Keep quiet Don’t step on graves Arrive early

FR IENDSGU IDES .COM 11

MONDAY

2
N OV



DON’T TOUR MEXICO.
LIVE IT WITH FRIENDS.

★ 4.9 · 6,500+ reviews Small groups Hotel pickup Certified bilingual guides

COD E

FG10 10% off when you book direct at friendsguides.com

Enter code FG10 at checkout.

DISCOVER OUR EXPERIENCES

Xochimilco, Coyoacán & Frida

Kahlo

FROM $40.5 USD

Xochimilco, Coyoacán & Casa

Roja

FROM $99 USD

Frida Kahlo Museum Ticket +

audioguide

FROM $35 USD

Pyramids of Teotihuacán

FROM $36 USD

Anthropology, Cable Car &

Chapultepec

FROM $81 USD

Cooking with Frida Kahlo

FROM $111 USD

Mexican Wrestling Night Out

FROM $89 USD

Tacos, Mariachis & Garibaldi

FROM $97 USD

WHATSAPP
+593 99 878 8904

BOOK
friendsguides.com

Ask us anything about the season.

We’ll tell you where to watch the parade and how to get to

Mixquic.

operaciones@friendsguides.com
BEST OF THE

BEST · TOP 1%

WINNER 2026 ·

TECH

TRAILBLAZER

FULL DAY NEWLY OPENED 6 LANGUAGES FULL DAY

FULL DAY EXCLUSIVE NIGHT TOUR NIGHT TOUR

Dates from the official Mexico City tourism guide and event organizers, checked Oct 19, 2026. They may change. Prices from friendsguides.com, they vary by date. Illustrative images.


